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"The White Tiger" is a novel written by Aravind Adiga, 

published in 2008. The book is a compelling and darkly humorous 

exploration of social class, corruption, and the pursuit of 

success in contemporary India. 

The story is presented as a series of letters written by 

Balram Halwai, a poor and ambitious young man, to the Chinese 

Premier Wen Jiabao. Balram recounts his journey from a rural 

village to becoming a successful entrepreneur in Bangalore.The 

book highlights the following key themes: 

Key points of the novel include: 

Social Inequality: The novel exposes the stark disparities 

between the rich and poor in Indian society. It vividly depicts the 

exploitation and oppression faced by those at the bottom of the 

social hierarchy. 

The Rooster Coop Analogy: Adiga introduces the concept of 

the "Rooster Coop" as a metaphor for the societal structures that 

keep the poor subdued and trapped in their circumstances. Breaking 

free from this metaphorical coop becomes a central theme for 

Balram. 

Entrepreneurial Aspirations: Balram's character is marked by 

his cunning and ambition. He takes drastic measures to escape 

poverty, including committing a crime. His journey reflects the 

harsh realities faced by those trying to break free from the 

constraints of their social class. 
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Corruption and Morality: The novel delves into the rampant 

corruption within the Indian political and economic systems. Balram 

rationalizes his morally questionable actions as necessary for 

survival and success in a corrupt society. 

Cultural and Economic Shifts: Adiga explores the impact of 

globalization on Indian society, particularly the economic changes 

that have both positive and negative consequences for individuals 

like Balram. 

  Summary: 

"The White Tiger" is a thought-provoking and often 

unsettling exploration of the complexities of modern India, 

offering readers a critical perspective on the price of success in 

a society marked by inequality and corruption. 


